
Preservation Highlights - 2008
Preservation New Jersey has had a busy and successful year, as we've joined our local and state partners in 
preserving important historic places, reached out to elected officials for their support, provided critical help to 
communities with preservation challenges and celebrated preservation victories.  

"Green, Sustainable & Authentic"
Continuing our initiatives to incorporate historic preservation with "green" 
building values, PNJ co-sponsored the annual NJ Preservation Conference in 
June, presenting  The Greenest Building is the One That's Already Built, 
exploring sustainability values and opportunities of preserved places.  And the 
PNJ Building Industry Network hosted a  "charrette" where  professionals 
analyzed the sustainable characteristics of an unrehabilitated  landmark. 

 PNJ is participating in the Rutgers Center for Green Building's program to 
develop Green Home Renovation Guidelines. Look for  upcoming postings on 
PNJ's "Greener Heritage" blog with reports on these exciting program results.

Bell Labs Charrette Examines Reuse Potential  
Eero Saarinen's iconic Bell Labs was named in 2007’s 10 Most Endangered 
Historic Sites in NJ, and in 2008 PNJ co-sponsored a design charrette  to 
attempt to find a realistic future for the empty landmark.  Distinguished 
preservation professionals from three states developed many valuable 
ideas for sustainable new uses for the building.    See the final report of 
the Charrette soon on PNJ's  blog, www.preservationnj.wordpress.com.

Celebrating Preservation "Saves"
Historic places continue to be Endangered all across New Jersey (and nominations for the 2009 
list are being accepted now), but PNJ was pleased to celebrate some important "saves."
 

The distinguished Classical Revival-style Sears Building in Camden (10 Most Endangered Historic 
Sites 2000), once thought saved, then endangered again in 2007 by an ill-considered and state-
supported redevelopment plan, had another reprieve earlier this year.  A preservation-friendly 
buyer is now rehabilitating the landmark.
 

 A noisy celebration marked the spring opening of the rehabilitated Broad Street Bank Building 
(10 Most Endangered Historic Sites 2003), one of downtown Trenton's most visible landmarks.  
Shuttered for years, the historic skyscraper has been fully renovated as apartments, with ground 
floor retail.    

We’ve Also ...
•  Continued to represent the historic preservation community in the “Keep it Green 
Coalition,” advocating for a renewal of stable and long-term funding for the NJ Historic 
Trust and the open space and farmland preservation programs of the Garden State 
Preservation Trust, now out of money.
•  Collaborated with preservation partners in assisting NJN television’s production of the 
hourlong program “Our Vanishing Past.”
•  Assisted more than a dozen municipalities – and counting – with developing or 
improving the Historic Preservation elements of their Master Plans, thanks to a grant 
from the NJ Department of Community Affairs for our consulting services.
•  Expanded PNJ’s technical assistance and communications presence on the internet by 
launching our blog, Facebook page and YouTube channel.
•  Reached out to NJ Mayors to seek their support for historic preservation in their 
communities through our “Someplace...not anyplace” campaign on our website and 
“Why should mayors like historic places?” program on our YouTube channel.
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